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Models

Stage 21.6: 3-digit and 3-digit Subtraction: Standard Algorithm

1

Example

Draw dot cards to complete the number problem.

-

Use the ‘Standard Algorithm’ for subtraction:

Start with the 1s cards.
We can’t subtract 8 from 4. 
So, we exchange one ten for 10 ones.
Now we have 14 - 8. We can do that! 14-8=6

Now we subtract the 10s cards. Again, we 
need to exchange one hundred for 10 tens.
Then we have 140 - 50 = 90.

Last, we subtract the hundreds. 

We have a solution: 5 hundreds, 9 tens, and 
6 ones.

-

2

-
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Models and Symbols

Stage 21.6: 3-digit and 3-digit Subtraction: Standard Algorithm

2

1

Draw dot cards and numbers to match.

-

0 8

-

- 3-

tens ones

7

5

hundreds

4
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8

8 0

70

1810

107
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Symbols 

Stage 21.6: 3-digit and 3-digit Subtraction: Standard 

Complete each number fact.

6 8

-

8 1

-

1 5

-

8

2

9

5

9 2

-

tens ones

9 7 5 6

6 88 7

4

hundreds

3

7

4
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4 70 5

7 2 51

128 150

16 117

1

5
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4

6 10
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Word Problems 

Stage 21.6: 3-digit and 3-digit Subtraction: Standard Algorithm

Ivan wins a weighlifting competition. 
His ‘deadlift’ is 168 kg less than the world record of 456 kg. 
How heavy is Ivan’s winning deadlift?

Read the story.

Draw a dot card model: Write a number fact that 
matches the model:

Answer:

--

Ivan’s winning deadlift is 288 kg.

AN
SW
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EY

5 6

86

8 8

164

4

1

2

3 14
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Word Problems 

Stage 21.6: 3-digit and 3-digit Subtraction: Standard Algorithm

Create a story problem that matches the model.

Complete the dot card model:

Answer:

-

Write a number fact that 
matches the model:

-

EXAMPLE: A bridge is built in 711 days, which is 295 more 
days than engineers originally estimated. How many days 
did the engineers think it would take to build the bridge?

Engineers thought it would take 416 days to build the bridge.

1 1

59

1 6

110

7

2

4

6 10
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